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K-6 -- NO SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 16 

HOMECOMING 

PARADE 2:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

October 20 

Picture Retakes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 21 

Late Start 10:00 a.m. 

October, 2009 

Students Experience Hydroelectric Power in Action 

Electricity and water are generally a bad mixture, unless youôre using the movement of the 

water to turn a giant electromagnet which generates electricity.  Thatôs what Designing with 

Technology students learned about on their recent trip to the Gavinôs Point Power Plant.  The river has 

enough force to spin massive turbine blades (approximately 8 ft by 10 ft each) which turn the 

electromagnets and produce enough electrical energy to power the entire facility and for approximately 

65,000 people annually.  Students had the opportunity to feel the containers where the electromagnets 

spin and watch the shaft spin thatôs connected to the turbine blades.   The tour was the highlight of our 

electricity studies which also included building a speaker using electromagnet concepts and 

experimenting with the effects of voltage, current, and resistance. 

Hydroelectric power is just one mission of the dam.  Others include flood damage control and 

managing the ecosystems both upstream and downstream in conjunction with other dams along the 

Missouri River.  We also spent some time watching the many and varied fish that we donôt see very 

often like the paddlefish and sturgeon.  The tour was a great experience on a beautiful September day. 

Elgin Public PASS System  
 Parents and students can access 

studentõs current grades through the 

EPS website:    
www.elgineagles.org 

Click on Schoolmaster and enter the student ID 

number and PIN.  If you have questions, please call 

the school.  

Check our website for 

the most current news 

and calendar: 

www.elgineagles.org 

Andrew Heithoff, Eric Vanis, Justin Reestman, Ryan Meis, and Nash Schindler pose in front 

of the spillway and Gavin's Point Dam. 



 
NEBRASKA ALL STATE CHORUS:   
WILL AN ELGIN STUDENT BE THERE???  
  

Each year over 3000 students audition live for a spot in the 

Nebraska All State Choir, Band and Orchestra.  It is indeed an 

honor to be a member.  It takes long hours of practice and 

preparation to successfully be selected.  There are 6 pieces that 

each choir student must prepare for auditions.  These are the 

selections that will be performed at the concert with the 450 

singers chosen.  Each audition takes 6 minutes - to the student 

and the teacher it seems a lot longer!  This year, October 10th 

will be a big day for those who audition ï will they have what it 

takes to be a member of the elite musical groups of Nebraska? 

  

Elgin Public Schools has a student vying for a spot this 

year.  This will be the first year that Devin Brown, a senior, will 

be auditioning for the choir.  If he is accepted this year, Devin 

will continue the tradition of performing with the choir at the 

concert in the Lied Center.  This is a great honor for any vocal 

student! Good luck to Devin on October 10th.  We hope to see 

him on stage in Lincoln in November!! 

 
PARADES 

Everyone loves a parade!  We usually can't 

wait to see the Elgin Marching Eagles coming 

down the street.  This year is a bit 

different.  Unfortunately, we don't have enough 

members to march in parade competitions.  So 

this year, Elgin's band will not be participating 

in the Lions Club Parade in Norfolk OR the 

Harvest Of Harmony Parade in Grand Island.  We hope to be 

ready and marching again next year!  But that doesn't mean you 

can't still go to the parades and cheer on the other bands from 

our area.  They will appreciate a friendly clap and a way to go 

just like we did!!  Have a great fall!  

By Mrs. Deb Jones 

 The K-12 Art students 

have been busy the first half of 

the first quarter!   

 The students started off 

the year reviewing the color wheel, 

color mixing and color schemes.  After 

they finished their color unit it was onto 

various projects.   

 The K-2nd grades have started clay trees, birds and 

turtles.  The 3rd-6th grades are creating clay faces.  The 8th 

grade students have been hard at work on paper mache 

masks and clay animals.  

 The high school students are working on 

individual projects from drawings to sculptures.  Check the 

school web page to view photos of their work.  Check 

"Academics-Art".   Right now the 8th grade are the featured 

artists.   

    Mrs. Rita Heithoff 

 Thank you to all who supported 

EPS magazine sales this year.  Your 

magazine purchases help fund many of 

our class activities.   

Thank you for your contributions! 

HOMECOMING 2009  
All Orange ð All the Time ð Going out 

in 09  
October 12th ï 16th  

 
"Hit Music of the 80ôs, 90ôs, & Now" 

Dress-up Days: 

Monday: Class Color 

Tuesday: The Good Old Days, 50ôs-80ôs 

Wednesday: Clash Day 

Thursday: Duo Day 

Friday: Old School Orange & Black 

 

Schedule: 

October 3 - Class Workday at 9:00 a.m. 

 Rolls & Juice provided by Student Council 

October 13 - Volleyball game vs. Wheeler Central 

7:00 p.m. 

 All Orange - All the Time ï Support the 9 

October 14 - Coronation & Bonfire 8:00 p.m. 

 Begins in the Gym and proceeds to the Foot-

ball Field 

 Coaches Talks, King/Queen pep talk, & class 

cheers 

October 15 - Volleyball game @ Newman Grove 

7:00 p.m. 

 All Orange ï All the Time ï Support the 9 

October 16 - Parade & Pep Rally 2:30 p.m.  

 (Downtown Elgin) 

 Parade, poster judging, pep band, K-12 skits,  

 class cheers, games 

 Football game vs. Cedar Rapids 7:00 p.m. 

 All Orange ï All the Time ï 9th Man 

 

 High School pizza party after the game. 

A real leader faces the music 

even when he doesn't like the tune. 



 

by Mrs. Barb Bode 

New tools will help you find the right fit for college 

 Check out the updated College Profiles at EducationQuest.org to research colleges in Nebraska and 

across the country that are the best fit for you.   

 By using College Profiles, you can search for schools based on location, size, school type, cost, major, 

activities and services for students with disabilities. Your search results page will list colleges that match your cri-

teria and provide a link to more information about the school.   

Video demonstrates college selection process ï and shoe shopping! 

 In our newest EducationQuest video, ñFind the Right Fit,ò high school seniors Maya and Mike demonstrate how searching 

for the right college is like shopping for a good pair of shoes.  Available at EducationQuest.org, YouTube and Facebook, this 10-

minute video provides college selection guidance and tips. 

Seniors. . . . have you visited your top colleges? 

If you havenôt done so already, visit your top college choices soon as application deadlines will start hitting this fall. Follow these 

tips for a successful visit: 

Contact the admissions office at least two weeks in advance to schedule your visit. Make appointments with an admissions 

representative, financial aid counselor and a faculty member in the area of study that interests you. 

Check out the college Web site before your visit. Most college sites have a section for prospective students where you can 

learn about the schoolôs admissions process, types of majors, student services and employment opportunities. You might even 

be able to schedule your visit online.  

Visit while school is in session. You wonôt get the true flavor during breaks or finals week. 

Get a feel for the campus. Hang out in the student union, find coffee shops with wireless Internet access, eat in a restaurant 

close to campus or attend athletic or cultural events. 

Ask LOTS of questions. See the EducationQuest College Prep Handbook or Web site for good questions to ask. 

 

Winning the scholarship game  
Follow these tips to increase your chances of earning scholarships: 

Donôt pay for scholarship searches! Use free search sites including ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org with over 

2,000 state and local awards. Scholarship resources are also available at your local library and at the EducationQuest offices in 

Kearney, Lincoln and Omaha. 

Visit your guidance counselor weekly for information about local scholarships. 

Get organized. Place scholarship applications in deadline order and prioritize each award. Local and college-specific scholar-

ships deserve top priority because you're more likely to earn them.  

Continually update your activities, honors and volunteer or paid jobs using the Activities Resume at EducationQuest.org. 

Earn the best possible ACT/SAT scores by taking the exams in the spring of your junior year and again in the fall of your 

senior year.  

Use quality references such as a teacher, coach or counselor. Encourage them to write specific examples of your leadership 

skills. Give them advance notice and a specific deadline. 

Get an early start on essays. Describe your interests, hopes for the future, and leadership abilities ï but be sure to tailor your 

essay to the scholarship topic.  

Pay close attention to grammar, spelling and neatness. Ask at least two people to proofread your application.  

 

Watch your mailbox é 

Seniorséyour parents will soon receive a postcard from EducationQuest highlighting what you should do this fall to prepare for 

college. Review this information carefully with them to make sure you complete important tasks before the deadlines. 

 

October ñTo Doò List 

Complete these tasks during October to stay on the right college planning track. 

Juniors and Seniors: 

___ Attend the College Fair or Educational Planning Program in your area. 

___ Use EducationQuestôs College Profiles to find schools that match your criteria.  

Seniors: 

___ Schedule campus visits. 

___ Narrow your college choices and be aware of application deadlines and criteria. 

___ Register by September 18 for the October 24 ACT. 

___ Register by October 1 for the November 7 SAT.  

___ Register by October 30 for the December 5 SAT. 

___ Register by November 6 for the December 12 ACT. 

http://www.educationquest.org/ClgProfiles/initialscrn.htm
http://www.educationquest.org/Flashvideo_rightfit.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KSNduhwBy3s
http://www.facebook.com/EducationQuest
http://www.educationquest.org/questions.asp
http://www.educationquest.org/scholarshipquest.asp
https://www.fes.org/resume/login.asp?whichPage=firstPage


 

The Yearbook class has three new students this year:  

Michelle Bauer, Jamie Bode and Allen Miller.  They 

have been busy choosing a theme (possibly "2010...A 

New Beginning or "A Perfect 10"), deciding the ladder 

(page order), mailing out business ads, and 

learning Josten's online program for 

designing their pages.  
  

They've also been focusing on taking 

photos and how to store and organize 

them.  This is no easy task since we 

will take several thousand photos over the course of 

the year.  Approximately 2000 pictures will end up in 

the yearbook!  It's a new staff in 2010 and "A New 

Beginning" ! 
    Mrs. Heithoff 

 For 20 years, the Wonderful World of Water has been hosted by the 

local NRDôs.  This year six Elgin Public students attended the all-day event 

that was held at Gillman Park in the town of Pierce.  Students attended vari-

ous hands-on sessions regarding water, a precious natural resource.  Presen-

tations discussed the importance of the use of soil conservation practices and 

a description of the wildlife from around the area.  In another session they 

were challenged to identify trees in the parkôs arboretum.   

 During the ñwetlandsò presentation, those present were also treated 

to a special treat of grilled arrow head tuber, cattails, and óbeast.ô  Though 

the presenter rarely tells the students what the óbeastô for the year is, in the 

past it has been beaver, opossum, and skunk. 

 

Those in attendance were:  Ryan Meis, Ben Wiegand, Michael Braband, 

Juliana Dunn, Ashlyn DeWald, and Angela Richart. 

Juliana, Angela, and Ashlyn taste testing the "beast of the wetlands". 

 The Earth science students recently showed their creative 

sides when they made models of our solar system.  The models 

were built to represent the comparative sizes of objects within our 

solar system.  The students calculated in class that it would be im-

possible to create a usable model that used the same scale for size 

and distance.  A model using the same scale would show Pluto with 

a diameter of one inch and it would be past Norfolk if the sun was 

in Elgin!   

 Students were to show the nine planets (including the 

dwarf planet Pluto), the asteroid belt, our moon, and other planetary 

features such as the rings of Saturn.  Students used various objects 

to make these models such as balls, balloons, paper, cake, Rice 

Krispie bars, and Christmas bulbs!  One project even had a light-up 

sun!  The 8th grade students did a great job of creating these models 

and learned more about our solar system in the process.   

 See photos of all student projects at www.elgineagles.org 

Allison Koenig displays her solar system model. 

 As part of their guidance class, 
the fourth graders did their first visit with 
elderly partners on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 23. 
 They visited Bessie Hawks and 

Doc Jillson.  They learned that Mrs. Hawks likes to play 
bingo and has 28 great grandchildren.  Doc Jillson has 
four daughters that he likes to share information about, 
and  that he worked with Hayes's great-uncle Dar-
ryl.  We look forward to many more visits and hope to 
add some friends to our list.  
 We have plans next Wednesday to help one of 
our former friends, Marjorie Beeson, celebrate a very 
special birthday. 

Among the few things more expensive than an education 

these days is the lack of it. 

Smileéé It's Contagious 


