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October, 2008 

Typically electricity and 

water are a bad mixture, unless 

youôre using the movement of the 

water to turn a giant electromagnet 

which generates electricity!  Thatôs 

what Designing with Technology 

students learned about on their re-

cent trip to the Gavinôs Point Power 

Plant.  The river has enough force to 

spin massive turbine blades 

(approximately 8 ft by 10 ft each) 

which turn the electromagnets and 

produce enough electrical energy to 

power the entire facility and for ap-

proximately 65,000 people annually.  

Students had the opportunity to feel the containers where the electromagnets spin and watch the shaft 

spin thatôs connected to the turbine blades.   The tour was the highlight of our electricity studies which 

also included building a speaker using electromagnet concepts and experimenting with the effects of 

voltage, current, and resistance. 

Hydroelectric power is just one mission of the dam.  Others include flood damage control and 

managing the ecosystems both upstream and downstream in conjunction with other dams along the 

Missouri River.  We also spent some time watching the many and varied fish that we donôt see very 

often like the paddlefish and sturgeon.  The tour was a great experience on a beautiful September day. 

Designing with Technology class in front of the spillway at Gavins Point Dam. 

 The Earth science students recently showed their 

creative sides when they made models of our solar system.  

The models were built to represent the comparative sizes of 

objects within our solar system.  The students calculated in 

class that it would be impossible to create a usable model 

that used the same scale for size and distance.  A model 

using the same scale would show Pluto the size of a pin 

head and it would be ½ mile away from the sun!  Students 

were to show the nine planets (including the dwarf planet 

Pluto), the asteroid belt, our moon, and other planetary fea-

tures such as the rings of Saturn.   

 Students used various objects to make these models 

such as balls, paper, cake, jewelry, and even marshmal-

lows!  The 8th grade students did a great job of creating 

these models and learned more about our solar system in 

the process.  See photos of all student projects at 

www.elgineagles.org! Angela Richart displays her solar system model. 

http://www.elgineagles.org


 By Mrs. Deb Jones 

ALL STATE CHORUS - WHO WILL GO??? 
Each year over 3000 students audition live for a spot in the 

Nebraska All State Choir, Band and Orchestra.  It is indeed an 

honor to be a member.  It takes long hours of practice and 

preparation to successfully be selected.  Each audition takes 6 

minutes - to the student and the teacher it seems a lot 

longer!  This year, October 11th will be a big day for those 

who audition ï will they have what it takes to be a member of 

the elite musical groups of Nebraska? 

  

Elgin Public Schools has a student vying for a spot this 

year.  This will be the third year that Nathan Niewohner, a 

senior, will be auditioning for the choir.  Nathan was chosen 

two years ago as a sophomore and last year as a junior.  He has 

had a wonderful musical experience.  If he is accepted this 

year, Nathan will receive a certificate at the concert in the Lied 

Center for being a three year member. This is a great honor as 

it doesnôt happen very often! Good luck to Nathan on October 

11th.  We hope to see him on stage in Lincoln in November!! 

 

 

Have you sponsored an ad in the yearbook yet?  What a terrific 

way to support our school.  Besides the advertisement for your 

business in the yearbook, your name is also listed in every home 

sporting event program.  If you would like to sponsor an ad, 

please contact Mrs. Rita Heithoff 843-2455. 

 All parents are invited to attend 

the 2008 Statewide Parent Involvement 

Conference on October 11, 2008, in Kear-

ney, NE.  There are many sessions avail-

able for parents to attend pertaining to chil-

dren from elementary age up to high 

school.  The sessions are designed to give educational informa-

tion to parents about challenges and issues facing families in to-

day's world.  Some sessions include topics: 

"Bullying"  

"Stress Busters for Children and Families" 

"Role Playing-Teach Children Respect" 

"Helping Children with Disabilities" 

"Drugs & Our Youth" 

"Preparing for College" 

"What Do I Do with this Kid" 

There are a lot more sessions available for parents to attend.   

 For more on these sessions and the other session during 

the Parent Involvement Conference please go to 

www.ralstonschools.org and click on the link "Parent Involve-

ment Conference." 

 If you are interested in attending this conference 

please contact Mrs. Thiele-Blecher at school (843-2455) or by 

e-mail (tthiele@esu8.org) as soon as possible.  Registration 

needs to be completed by October 3rd.  

WONDERFUL 
WORLD  

OF WATER  
Wednesday September 17 was a beautiful 

day to be outside for the five Elgin Public 

students that attended the 19th annual Wonderful World of Wa-

ter in Pierce, NE.  Due to a paving project, the event could not 

be held at Willow Creek, but instead was hosted at Gilman 

Park in the town of Pierce.  Students attended various hands-on 

sessions regarding water, a precious natural resource.  Presen-

tations discussed the importance of the use of soil conservation 

practices and a description of the wildlife from around the area.  

Students were also challenged to identify trees and find hidden 

objects in a geo-caching activity.  During the ñwetlandsò pres-

entation, those present were also treated to a special treat of 

grilled arrow head tuber, cattails, and óbeast.ô  Though the pre-

senter rarely tells the students what the óbeastô for the year is, 

in the past it has been beaver, opossum, and skunk. 

 

The students also built a rocket for the annual rocket competi-

tion.  Though their rocket didnôt fly the highest, it definitely 

had the gentlest landing!  Those in attendance were:  Michelle 

Bauer, AJ Braband, Anthony Hemenway, Jennifer Rhodes, and 

Kevin Schindler. 

 The Elgin Public One-Act season has be-

gun!  Weôre currently in our third week of practice 

on our piece entitled ñJolly Roger:  King Oô the 

Pirates,ò a comedy by Wayne Mitchell, Shane Mitchell, and Erin 

Dagon.   

 The face of the team has changed greatly, with only two 

remaining team members from last yearôs season!  Despite this fact, 

the team is already performing as though theyôve had years of ex-

perience together!  The crew is currently working on a 17th century 

ship setting that will prove to be very impressive! At the end of 

each rehearsal everyone leaves practice with a side ache from 

laughing due to the humor of the script and the comedic improvisa-

tion of the actors!   

 The NVC contest will be held at Clearwater on Monday, 

November 17.  The details of our district contest are yet to be deter-

mined.  We also hope that you will join us for our community per-

formance later in the season! 

Cast 

Captain Cleverly . . . Jeff Bush 

Nate . . . Nathan Niewohner 

Dick . . . Ryan Meis 

Lady Loveaduck . . . Kara Zegers 

Margaret . . . Carlie Redding 

Jolly Roger . . . Eric Shoemaker 

Annabelle . . . Ayli Carrero 

Crew 

Amber Hoffart 

Bethany Kallhoff 

Brieann Grosserode 



 

by Mrs. Barb Bode 

Seniorséhave you visited your top colleges? 
If you havenôt done so already, visit your top college choices soon  as application deadlines will start hit-
ting this fall. Follow these tips for a successful visit: 

Contact the admissions office at least two weeks in advance  to schedule your visit. Make ap-
pointments with an admissions representative, financial aid counselor and a faculty member in 
the area of study that interests you. 

Check out the college Web site before your visit.  Most college sites have a section for prospective students 
where you can learn about the schoolôs admissions process, types of majors, student services and employment 
opportunities. You might even be able to schedule your visit online.  

Visit while school is in session . You wonôt get the true flavor during breaks or finals week. 
Get a feel for the campus . Hang out in the student union, find coffee shops with wireless Internet access, eat in a 

restaurant close to campus or attend athletic or cultural events. 
Ask LOTS of questions . See the EducationQuest College Prep Handbook or Web site for good questions to ask. 

 
Winning the scholarship game  
Follow these tips to increase your chances of earning scholarships: 
Donôt pay for scholarship searches! Use free search sites including ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org  

with over 1,800 state and local awards. Scholarship resources are also available at your local library and at the 
EducationQuest offices in Kearney, Lincoln and Omaha. 

Visit your guidance counselor weekly for information about local scholarships. 
Get organized.  Place scholarship applications in deadline order and prioritize each award. Local and college-

specific scholarships deserve top priority because you're more likely to earn them.  
Continually update your activities, honors and volunteer or paid jobs  using the Activities Resume at Educa-

tionQuest.org . 
Earn the best possible ACT/SAT scores by taking the exams in the spring of your junior year and again in the fall 

of your senior year.  
Use quality references such as a teacher, coach or counselor. Encourage them to write specific examples of your 

leadership skills. Give them advance notice and a specific deadline. 
Get an early start on essays.  Describe your interests, hopes for the future, and leadership abilities ï but be sure 

to tailor your essay to the scholarship topic.  
Pay close attention to grammar, spelling and neatness . Ask at least two people to proofread your application.  

 
Watch your mailbox é 
Seniorséyour parents will soon receive a postcard from EducationQuest highlighting what you should do this fall to 
prepare for college. Review this information carefully with them to make sure you complete important tasks before the 
deadlines. 

 
Educational Planning Programs also feature college reps  
If you canôt make it to a College Fair, attend an Educational Planning Program at your high school or a school near you. 
These programs also feature college representatives. See the ñUpcoming Eventsò section at EducationQuest.org  for 
dates and locations. 
 

October ñTo Doò List 
Complete these tasks during October to stay on the right college-planning track. 
 

Juniors and Seniors:  
___ Attend the College Fair or Educational Planning Program in your area. 
 

Seniors:  
___ Schedule campus visits. 
___ Narrow your college choices and be aware of application 
deadlines and criteria. 
___ Register by September 19 for the October 25 ACT. 
___ Register by September 26 for the November 1 SAT.  
___ Register by November 5 for the December 6 SAT. 
___ Register by November 7 for the December 13 ACT. 

Mark your calendars: 
Parent-Teacher 

Conferences 
October 21, 2008 
4:30ñ9:00 p.m. 

http://www.educationquest.org/questions.asp
https://www.fes.org/scholarquest/s_login.asp
https://www.fes.org/resume/login.asp?whichPage=firstPage
http://www.educationquest.org/calendar.asp

